




ARTIFACT	  ACTIVITIES	  

Day	  2	  

“What	  Am	  I?”	  

Today	  you	  will	  each	  be	  examining	  an	  artifact	  from	  the	  Maujer	  Street	  Dig,	  which	  we	  saw	  in	  the	  slides.	  You	  
will	  also	  be	  given	  an	  analysis	  worksheet,	  and	  a	  magnifying	  glass	  to	  help	  guide	  through	  the	  examination	  
of	  your	  artifact.	  I	  also	  have	  tools	  to	  measure	  your	  artifact	  if	  you	  would	  like	  to.	  

!"#$%#&'#&($)#*+"&,-#.&,/)01.2&,13-&4/+)&$)31*$(3.	  These	  items	  are	  older	  than	  you	  (and	  even	  
your	  teachersJ	  )	  so	  we	  must	  treat	  them	  gently	  and	  be	  sure	  to	  keep	  them	  in	  the	  middle	  of,	  not	  on	  the	  
edge	  of,	  our	  desks.	  

This	  is	  an	  individual	  activity.	  None	  of	  you	  have	  the	  same	  artifact,	  so	  each	  person’s	  work	  will	  be	  different.	  
We	  are	  here	  to	  help	  guide	  you	  through	  the	  questions,	  but	  the	  work	  must	  be	  your	  own.	  If	  you	  need	  help,	  
or	  have	  a	  question,	  please	  raise	  your	  hand.	  Do	  not	  leave	  your	  seat.	  	  

We	  will	  then	  come	  together	  as	  a	  class	  to	  discuss	  our	  “professional”	  opinions	  of	  what	  we	  believe	  our	  
artifacts	  are.	  We	  won’t	  find	  out	  for	  sure	  until	  tomorrow,	  but	  we’ll	  “dig	  in”	  to	  our	  research	  today.	  

Have	  fun!	  	  

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT OUR 
ARTIFACTS? 

WHAT TO WE WANT TO KNOW 
ABOUT OUT ARTIFACTS? 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED ABOUT 
OUR ARTIFACTS? 

	   	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

ARTIFACT	  ACTIVITIES	  

Day	  3	  

The	  Big	  Reveal!	  

Today	  is	  the	  day	  all	  of	  your	  questions	  will	  be	  answered!	  Well,	  maybe	  not	  all	  of	  your	  questions,	  but	  
hopefully	  most	  of	  them.	  We	  will	  examine	  our	  artifacts	  a	  second	  time	  and	  I	  will	  give	  each	  of	  you	  an	  
informational	  card	  telling	  you	  what	  your	  item	  is,	  how	  it	  was	  used,	  and	  other	  valuable	  information	  
regarding	  your	  artifact’s	  history.	  

Once	  you	  have	  looked	  at	  the	  card,	  and	  your	  artifact,	  you	  will	  then	  share	  out	  your	  findings	  with	  the	  class.	  
Each	  of	  you	  will	  say	  what	  your	  artifact	  is,	  how	  it	  was	  used,	  and	  one	  thing	  you	  found	  interesting	  about	  it.	  
Everyone	  has	  to	  share,	  so	  please	  be	  prepared	  when	  it	  is	  your	  turn.	  

Your	  final	  assignment	  for	  our	  artifact	  unit	  will	  be	  to	  write	  a	  personal	  narrative	  for	  your	  artifact	  describing	  
how	  it	  went	  from	  Maujer	  Street	  in	  the	  1800	  and	  1900s	  to	  PS	  182	  in	  2013.	  You	  should	  be	  writing	  from	  
your	  artifact’s	  perspective	  (which	  means	  you	  write	  as	  if	  you	  were	  your	  artifact	  –	  in	  the	  first	  person!)	  You	  
will	  be	  given	  a	  rubric	  for	  this	  assignment,	  along	  with	  a	  task	  sheet,	  so	  you	  know	  exactly	  what	  to	  do.	  Here	  
is	  an	  example	  of	  what	  we	  are	  looking	  for:	  

 My story begins in a silversmith’s shop in Germany in 1700. The silversmith was hired to make a couple a 
sterling silver flatware set for their wedding. This meant that he had to make spoons, knives, and forks (like me) for 
the couple to use for special occasions and any fancy dinner parties they had. I was used by this couple, but 
eventually, they died, and I was passed down from one generation to the next until I became the property of the 
couple’s great granddaughter, Emma, who wanted to leave Germany to come to America. 

 Emma couldn’t take much with her on her trip, but she wanted to take her great grandparents’ silver 
because it was very special to her. So she packed up my friends and me, and we sailed off to America. It was a very 
long journey, but we made it to New York City, safe and sound, in 1850. Emma didn’t have much money, and she 
didn’t want to sell us, her precious silver, so she found work in a factory making coats, and she lived in a tenement 
building on Maujer Street. It was so crowded in the building; there was no room for fancy cabinets, and no time for 
dinner parties, so we got shoved in the back of Emma’s sock drawer. She would take us out on Christmas Day, but 
other than that, we stayed in the drawer all year. 

Sadly, one day, Emma was killed in a fire at the coat factory. Her landlord came and cleaned out her things 
from her apartment. He found my friends and me in the back of the drawer and was very excited because he knew he 
could sell us and get a good deal of money. However, he didn’t want anyone to know he was taking us, so he quickly 
rolled us up in a cloth and ran out of the building to go sell us. I knew what would happen to us; they would 
probably melt us down and make us into another silver piece. I didn’t want that to happen, so I wiggled with all of 
my might and fell out of the cloth! I was free! However, I didn’t see the well nearby and I fell into it. I landed at the 
bottom and even though I tried to yell for help, no one heard me.  I am a fork after all. 

 I accepted my fate. I thought I would be stuck down there forever. So you can imagine my surprise when 
one day, I felt the dirt that had been put on top of me over the years start to shake, and then there was a sudden 
burst of light, sunlight! I was found at last! The people that found me cleaned me up, did research about where I 
might have come from, and put me into a kit of artifacts for kids to use in their schools. My favorite visit was to PS 
182 where class 5-209 used me as part of their social studies lessons. They were great kids! I am very lucky that I 
was found and my new life awesome! 
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Baseball	  Player	  Article	  “Translation”	  

	  

William	  Delaney,	  Charles	  Perkins,	  and	  Joseph	  Perkins	  are	  members	  of	  a	  local	  baseball	  team	  in	  Cypress	  
Hill.	  Their	  team	  lost	  their	  game	  yesterday	  afternoon	  to	  another	  team	  and	  the	  three	  young	  men	  went	  out	  
to	  have	  a	  good	  time	  to	  make	  themselves	  feel	  better.	  They	  went	  into	  a	  pub	  on	  Cypress	  Avenue,	  owned	  by	  
William	  Hold,	  and	  began	  to	  argue	  with	  each	  other	  about	  how	  good	  the	  other	  team	  was.	  Then,	  they	  
began	  to	  argue	  with	  Mr.	  Hold	  and	  finally,	  they	  left	  the	  pub.	  A	  little	  while	  later,	  Mr.	  Hold	  had	  locked	  up	  
his	  pub,	  but	  he	  heard	  a	  loud	  knocking	  at	  the	  door.	  He	  was	  about	  to	  refuse	  to	  open	  the	  door	  to	  whoever	  
was	  knocking	  when	  it	  was	  suddenly	  forced	  open	  by	  the	  Perkins	  and	  Mr.	  Delaney,	  who	  came	  in,	  took	  Mr.	  
Hold,	  beat	  him	  up	  and	  dragged	  him	  across	  the	  floor.	  	  Warrants	  for	  their	  arrest	  have	  been	  issued	  by	  
Judge	  Rausch.	  

	  

	  

	  

Runaway	  Accident	  “Translation”	  

	  

A	  runaway	  accident,	  which	  may	  be	  the	  cause	  of	  someone’s	  death,	  happened	  on	  Jamaica	  Plank	  Road,	  
near	  the	  Cypress	  Hills	  Cemetery,	  yesterday	  afternoon.	  The	  victim	  was	  Mrs.	  Claud	  Bennett,	  who	  is	  22,	  
who	  lives	  at	  62	  Ryerson	  Street	  near	  Park	  Avenue.	  She	  went	  to	  a	  funeral	  with	  her	  husband,	  for	  a	  friend	  in	  
Cypress	  Hills	  Cemetery,	  and	  when	  the	  service	  was	  over;	  their	  coach	  was	  driven	  to	  Beck’s	  hotel	  near	  the	  
corner	  of	  Cypress	  Avenue	  and	  Jamaica	  Plank	  Road.	  Mr.	  Bennett	  and	  his	  driver,	  D.S.	  Week,	  went	  into	  the	  
hotel	  to	  use	  the	  bathroom,	  and	  left	  Mrs.	  Bennett	  in	  the	  coach.	  They	  had	  barely	  gotten	  inside	  when	  a	  
driver	  on	  the	  Fulton	  Avenue	  Steam	  Road,	  which	  connects	  East	  New	  York	  to	  the	  Cypress	  Hills	  Cemetery,	  
began	  to	  blow	  their	  horn.	  The	  horses	  attached	  to	  the	  coach	  got	  scared	  and	  ran	  away.	  Mrs.	  Bennett	  was	  
in	  a	  state	  of	  shock	  and	  while	  the	  horses	  were	  running	  along	  the	  road	  at	  a	  very	  fast	  speed,	  she	  jumped	  
out	  of	  the	  coach.	  She	  did	  a	  flip	  in	  the	  air	  and	  hit	  the	  ground	  head	  first.	  She	  was	  unconscious,	  so	  she	  was	  
picked	  up	  and	  brought	  to	  a	  nearby	  house.	  Dr.	  A.A.	  Wemmell	  was	  called.	  He	  came	  and	  examined	  her.	  He	  
said	  her	  skull	  was	  fractured	  and	  it	  was	  almost	  certain	  that	  she	  would	  die.	  She	  was	  taken	  to	  her	  home	  in	  
the	  New	  Lots	  ambulance	  by	  Officer	  Dupignac.	  
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Name_____________________________________________ Date_______________________ 

Artifact Narrative 

Task: 

Your final assignment for our artifact unit will be to write a personal narrative for your artifact describing 
how it went from Maujer Street in the 1800 and early 1900s to PS 182 in 2013. You should be writing 
from your artifact’s perspective (which means you write as if you were your artifact – in the first person!) 
You were given an example in class so you know what we are looking for. 

In your writing you must answer the following: 

• Who originally owned your artifact and how did they get it? 
• How did the artifact wind up at Maujer Street? 
• How did the artifact wind up in the cistern (well) or privy (outhouse?) 
• How was the artifact discovered? 
• How did the artifact wind up in our classroom? 

REMEMBER – You are pretending that you ARE the artifact and you must write as if you were them.  

Your narrative must be at least 4 paragraphs long, and extra credit will be given to those who add many 
details to their writing. 

Good luck and have fun! 

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE _________________________________________________________ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MY ARTIFACT IS A/AN_______________________________________________________________ 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT MY ARTIFACT: 
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Publication: Brooklyn Eagle;  Date: Jun 15, 1885;  Section: None;  Page: 6  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  QUESTIONS	  I	  HAVE:	  

	  

VOCABULARY	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  QUESTIONS	  TO	  ANSWER	  

Sustain-‐	  to	  suffer	  or	  to	  go	  on	   	   	   	   1.	  When	  was	  this	  article	  published?	  

Enrage	  –to	  become	  very	  angry	  

Defeat	   	   	   	   	   	   	   2.	  Why	  were	  the	  ballplayers	  upset?	  

Quarrel-‐	  an	  argument	  

Merit-‐	  qualities	  or	  achievements	   	   	   3.	  What	  happened	  to	  William	  Hold?	  

Rapping	  –loud	  knocking	  

Seize-‐to	  take	  away	   	   4.	  Why	  do	  you	  think	  this	  was	  a	  news	  story?	  

Assailant	  -‐	  criminal	   	   	   	   	   	  

Unmerciful	  –not	  stopping,	  not	  showing	  mercy	  

Proprietor	  
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Publication: Brooklyn Eagle;  Date:  Oct 22, 1901  ;                                              QUESTIONS I HAVE: 
 
 

 

 
 
VOCABULARY:   QUESTIONS TO ANSWER: 

   Endangering                         Morals-what a person   1. When was the article published? 
                                            believes is right or wrong    

     2. What was Deputy Scotfield’s job?      
Was he doing it well? How do you know? 

Profane                               Saloon – a bar or pub 
 
 
Tenement – an overcrowded and run-down apartment   3. What were some of these children 
                   often found in a poor area of a city.   doing? Would that be allowed today? Why 

or why not? 
 
  

 4. In the second paragraph, the speaker 
discusses that crime is not only found in 
“the tenement districts” but just as much 
was found in the “brown stone districts.” 
What was meant by this? Explain your 
thinking. 
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Adapted	  from	  the	  Artifact	  Analysis	  Worksheet	  –	  NARA,	  Washington,	  DC	  
	  
	  

Name________________________________________________ Date______________ 

Answer the questions below to help you collect information about your artifact. Once you’ve answered all 
the questions, work on the analysis section of this sheet.  

1. Describe the material your artifact is made of. Is it bone, pottery, metal, wood, stone, paper, cotton, 
etc? 

 

 

 

2. Describe how it looks and feels. What is its shape, color, texture, size, and/or weight? Are there 
moveable parts? Is anything printed, stamped or written on it? Use details! Sketch a picture of it if you 
have time. 

 

 

 

3. What do you think your item is? What makes you think that? Record your educated guess here: 

I believe my item is a/an ______________________________________________________ because 

 

 

ANALYSIS 

4. What might this artifact have been used for? Who might have used it? Where might it have been used? 
When might it have been used? 

 

 

 

4. Have you seen anything that looks like this artifact in today’s world? If so, what is the item and why 
does your artifact remind you of it?  
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Adapted	  from	  Library	  of	  Congress-‐Primary	  Source	  Analysis	  Tool	  
	  

Name_____________________________________ Date_____________ 

 OBSERVE 

§ What do you notice first? 

§ Find something small, but interesting – what is it? 

§ What do you notice that you didn’t expect? 

§ What do you notice that you can’t explain? 

§ What do you see now, that you might have missed earlier? 

REFLECT 

§ Where do you think this came from? 

§ Why do you think somebody made this? 

§ Who do you think used this item? 

§ Why do you think this item is important? 

QUESTION 

§ What questions do you have about this item? 

§ What more would you like to learn about it? How can you find out more information? 

§ Take an educated guess, what do you think your artifact is? Record your guess here: 
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Publication: Brooklyn Eagle;  Date: Mar 19, 1881;  Section: None;  Page: 4     QUESTIONS I HAVE: 
 

 

 
 
VOCABULARY:   QUESTIONS TO ANSWER: 

   Termination- to end                      Fatal- deadly   1. When was the article published? 
                                             

     2. What do you think a “steam road” 
was? 

Concluded 
 
 
   3. What happened to Mrs.Bennett? 

 
  

 4. Why do you think Mrs.Bennett 
brought to a house nearby instead of a 
hospital? Explain your thinking. 

89




