LESSON ACTIVITY
by Anthony Blasini MS 127  TAH Teacher/Historian
Responses to Documents Group Work Constructing a

Document-Based ESSAY

· Sample one based on documents re: Westward Expansion & Railroads Impact on Native American culture Theme

· Visual paradigm or graphic representation “formula” of construct

· Think-Aloud Pair Problem Solving 

· Group construction of ESSAY

· MORE CURRICULUM CONTENT UNIT SAMPLE LESSONS~  FDR’s New Deal; World War II

· Spanish Versions for Native Language Instruction

LESSON ACTIVITY DEVELOPING DOCUMENT-BASED ESSAYS by Blasini

Aim: How can we best support our findings based on documents?

¿Cómo mejor apoyar lo que averiguamos basándonos en documentos?

Instructional Objective.    To Develop Thinking Skills “Reasons and Conclusions” “Top to bottom classification” Using cooperative group activity, students will develop ways of drawing conclusions based on documents and think of reasons that support their conclusions.

Social Studies Standard 1, 3 US History; Movement of People, Cultural changes

[What were the effects of the Westward movement on the culture of the Plains?]

Materials: 

OVERHEAD PROJECTOR; Transparencies of 6 Documents from sample State Exam (on Westward Movement)… (and Sp. Transl’n)

12 index cards per group; 4 Markers at each table.

4 PASTEL COLOR Sentence Strips; 4 or 5 WHITE Sentence Strips at each table.

One CHART PAPER sheet at each table.  Stapler or scotch tape.

Development:  

Show transparencies.  Have pairs within each group of four. Think, pair, share about:

What do they see in the transparency: what sort of document is it?  
What does it show?

What can we learn from it?

They should LABEL the Document number on their index card and write that information onto the index card for that Document.

Half of the classroom groups will think about “Why people moved from the East (different motives)”

Half of groups will think about “How did that move affect the Native American way of life”

Each member of the group will write a conclusion on his/her pastel strip 

about Why or How.  ENCOURAGE USE OF FULL SENTENCE on each strip …
The group will decide which conclusion is the most effective.

THAT STRIP will be displayed HORIZONTALLY on their CHART PAPER.

Then, the groups will decide what 4 or 5 STATEMENTS or REASONS support that CONCLUSION  (Think of table legs)…and they will write EACH onto the White 
Sentence Strips and attach to the bottom of the pastel strip [CONCLUSION] vertically.  
Guide thinking about which info on documents will provide those statements.

The Conclusion strip should resemble a table top.  The Reason strips should resemble the table legs. 

Then as a group, guide them to decide WHICH DOCUMENTS (on the Index Cards) are relevant to each REASON.  Have them attach the related INDEX CARD to each “table leg”.   EACH GROUP WILL PRESENT to rest of class their Construction.

Summary:   “What your groups have constructed is a Map of Thinking.  How can we use this to help us design our ESSAY responses to DBQs?”  Elicit class discussion.

Follow Up activity:  In pairs will use Charts as guides to writing draft of DBQ essay.

A FORMULA FOR writing responses to literature, as well as ANSWERING A DOCUMENT BASED ESSAY QUESTION in SS:

C + >2R x Ds =    1 Paragraph in document based essays or responses





to literature

(Conclusions or main idea general statements PLUS supporting Reasons which are powered through or “backed” by Documents or Details.)

The Introduction to your essay presents the “framing:” the setting, the context or time period.  It explains the general historical situation. IT presents the conditions surrounding the subject of the essay; its main ideas and themes.  It declares what the essay is going to show or prove.

Each paragraph addresses an item from the bulleted issues requested in the essay question.

The thesis statement of the paragraph is the general response sentence.  It is the “C” (conclusion you have come to, regarding what you observed or read).  It is supported with two or more sentences that give the REASONS you state what you responded, or how you know what you think.  The Reasons are based on or driven by Documents that you looked at or read… or in a response to a reading, the Details from that reading.
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You should not state things without supporting them with reasons or explaining your response.  You should provide details or documents that support your conclusions.  Otherwise, the things you say don’t have 

“legs to stand on.”   Reasons and Document + Detail are the Supports.

THE FINAL CONCLUSION, at the end of your essay, is one that UNITES the General statements of your essay and brings together an idea about what they ALL show.     It makes sense out of all that you have found out.     

ENGLISH:


“The changes brought by the Westward Expansion of the United States were many.  But they were both good changes and bad changes, depending on the point of view of two groups that were affected.   They were positive changes for one group and negative changes for the other.  


They were good changes for the emigrants from the East, as you saw in the previous paragraphs, in which many benefits and advantages were gotten by moving west.  But they were changes for the worse for the Native Americans because it took away their land and their way of life.

Example in EXIT PROJECT:

“The Builders of the Brooklyn Bridge (or Statue of Liberty) experienced many difficulties”   = C

“They could not finance the materials”  =R + d, d

     d= details where you got that...or documents or sources  where you saw that and learned it.

“Many were injured during construction” = R + d, d, d

“It took longer than expected” = R  + ddd

GET IT?

ACCOUNTABLE TALK (Think Aloud Pair Problem Solve)

T.A.P.P.S.

Share with your partner what you see in two visual documents 

· Look at and think about each document.

· Be sure to describe the type of document it is, read its caption and think aloud about what it shows.

· Then, relate the two and what both tell you about how the Westward advance of the Eastern U.S. affected Native American culture.

TAPPS 2

There are seven documents that relate to the U.S. Westward Expansion.  Some deal with the white expansionist point of view and others deal with the effect on Native American culture.  We can create two maybe three separate categories of document.

The categories may relate to theme or subject matter or can relate to the type of documents they contain.  You decide how to group them.

Which two or three documents can be grouped together in the same category?  Explain why to your partner.

TASK RUBRIC

FINAL SUMMARY

How to rate your group project:

Did we perform all the requirements of the task? 

Part 1.    THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE COLUMNAL SUPPORT PLAN

2         The group decided and agreed upon an appropriate Conclusion and 
           wrote it on a Sentence strip.

The group thought of 2 or more Reasons that support the Conclusion.

3
Each pair in the group prepared index cards with information and description of each type of document.


Each card features what the document shows, what it means or what it teaches us.  Interprets the  documento.

4
The group chose document cards that serve as details supporting reasons, and attached the pertinent card.  Made sure the information was complete and detailed.

Pare 2
TRANSFERRING IT ALL TO AN ESSAY

2
The group addressed EACH BULLET of the essay task.

Thought about and decided which conclusion corresponds to which bullet of the task.

3
Decide how to start the paragraph that responds to each bullet.  The sentence that begins the paragraph is the one that declares the theme of the bullet, with the sentence subject responding to the subject of the question or bullet requirement.

Decided which sentences (reasons supporting conclusions) support the statement that opens the paragraph.

4
The group dedicated itself to deciding which document card describes a reason-support in order to compose each statement declaration. 

Did each individual member contribute significantly to the whole effort?   

4. each member contributed   3. more than three members     2.  some of the members   1.  only one person did most of the work

THE PRODUCT:  THE ESSAY

1 The group did not completely respond to all bullets of the task

2 The group performed the task well but did not include an introduction 

3 Included or paraphrased “the historical background” provided in the essay task.  Creates an original, persuasive concluding paragraph

4 The group thought of an ALTERNATE way to declare the INTRODUCTION in original words.  Added additional outside knowledge to elaborate and make the essay interesting.

THE BODY 

1 Not guided by task bullets; incomplete and doesn’t provide responses to task 

Conclusions not clearly stated; unrelated to Reasons

2 At least most of bullets addressed.  Some conclusions are well-supported.

3 Two or three reasons support each conclusion or declaration  All bullets appropriately responded to.

4 Pertinent documents correspond to and are the basis of reasoning.

CONCLUSION

1
No conclusion:  Does not unite the ideas of the entire essay,


An abrupt ending...
2 The constructs of each paragraph C+>2R[ddshould be the basis for the concluding paragraph.

3 Truly unites the ideas of the entire essay and substantiates each statement with preceding paragraphs as supports and rationale for that Conclusion.

4 Clear explanation and unity of ideas.  Satisfies what was promised in the opening introductory paragraph. 
USE OF DOCUMENTS

1= Documents don’t match the reasons for bullet response

2= says little about each document.

3= Uses more that one document to support each reason or statement.

4= Clarifies (justifies) why it is an apt and corresponding document

REVIEWING WHAT WAS DONE

TAPPS:  

Problem Solver / Reader

Look at the C&R construct.  What were the steps we took?

What was done in the first part of C+>2R[dd]?

What did we look at and think about first?  How did we record what we saw and what we thought about it?

Then?  After that?  What next?  What steps did we take in the process?

What was the final step?

Reverse roles 

TAPPS:

What was the purpose for constructing this design? 

(Cual fué el Propósito de construir ese diseño?)         (C&R) 

Why did we do it? ¿Para qué hicimos esto?

Reverse roles within group

(switch pairs)

TAPPS:

Why is the C&R design a good plan for writing an essay paragraph?  ¿Por qué el diseño de C&R es un buen “plan” para escribir un párrafo de ensayo?
(We learn to explain and support what we know. Apoyamos lo que sabemos.  [What? Why or How? How do you know that; where did you see it?  

Nos ayuda explicar QUE, Por qué o  Como, Citar como lo sabemos y donde lo aprendimos)

Again reverse role

How can we use the ideas it shows us to write a better essay?

¿Como podemos usar los elementos que nos enseña para escribir un mejor ensayo?  How does a plan or design insure a better product?  ¿Como puede un plan o diseño asegurar un producto bien hecho? 

Elicit from class

How can we use it for

1. The ELA exam (d= details or examples; detalles o ejemplos)

2. SS DBQ essay (d= documents)

3. The Exit Project (d= sources; fuentes)

FINAL TAPPS:  Explain C + >2R [dd] as a formula for essays

Aim:       How can we construct an essay based on and supported by conclusions? 


drawn from primary source documents?

Instructional Objective ~ Develop Thinking Skills: “Reasons and Conclusions” “Top to bottom classification” Use cooperative group activity, develop ways of drawing conclusions based on documents, think of reasons that support conclusions (the details from documents.. 

Social Studies Standard 2, 3 US History; Economic changes, Cultural changes

Materials: 

HANDOUT to each student [Pamphlets containing Primary Source Documents relating to the Great Depression and FDR’s New Deal program]

10 index cards per group; 4 Markers at each table.

4 PASTEL COLOR Sentence Strips;  6-10 WHITE Sentence Strips at each table.

Two CHART PAPER sheets at each table.  Stapler or scotch tape.

Development /Activity:  

· Students read documents individually; group members discuss significance, interpret. Share/discuss:  info document offers (what sort of document is it?  What does it show?  What can we learn from it?)   Create an INDEX CARD for each Document.

LABEL the Document number onto their index card, write that description onto the card.

· Classroom group 1 will think about how to best INTRODUCE the essay [What will it’s theme be?]

· Classroom group 2 will think about Which documents illustrate the effects of the Depression on people’s lives and how they do so

· Classroom group 3 will think about How FDR’s New Deal helped the Nation recover, and which documents support those statements

· Classroom group 4 will think about How people’s lifestyles changed and how people   coped with their economic depression, thinking about which documents support those statements.  Why?  How?

~ENCOURAGE USE OF FULL SENTENCE on each strip~

Group will decide which STATEMENT is the most effective.

THAT STRIP will be displayed HORIZONTALLY on their CHART PAPER.

· Then, the groups will decide what 4 or 5 REASONS support that STATEMENT (Think of table legs)…and they will write EACH onto the White Sentence Strips and attach to the bottom of the pastel strip [STATEMENT] vertically.  Guide thinking about which info on documents will provide those supports.

The Statement strip should resemble a table top.  The Reason strips = the table legs. 

· Then as a group, guide them to decide WHICH DOCUMENTS (on the Index Cards) are relevant to each REASON.  Have them attach the related INDEX CARD to each “table leg”.

· EACH GROUP WILL PRESENT to rest of class their Construction.

· The CLASS AS A WHOLE will “gel” the entire essay’s Conclusion by brainstorming and agreeing upon a Concluding Paragraph in which the conclusion statement is supported by pastel Theme statements as table legs. SYNTHESIZE.

Summary:   “What your groups have constructed is a Map of Thinking.  How can we use this to help us design our ESSAY responses to DBQs?”  Elicit class discussion.

Follow Up activity:  Groups will use Model as guide to writing draft of DBQ essay onto Chart Paper.

Aim:       How can we construct an essay based on and supported by conclusions? 


drawn from primary source documents?  How can our group prepare a presentation to the rest of the class regarding our area of expertise relating to WW2?

Instructional Objective ~ Develop Thinking Skills: “Reasons and Conclusions” “Top to bottom classification” Use cooperative group activity, develop ways of drawing conclusions based on documents, think of reasons that support conclusions (the details from documents.. 

Social Studies Standard  2.5 US History; World Diplomacy/Wars

Materials: 

HANDOUT to each group [Pamphlets containing Primary Source Documents relating to a unit on World War 2]

8 index cards per group; 4 Markers at each table.

3 PASTEL COLOR Sentence Strips;  6-10 WHITE Sentence Strips at each table.

Two CHART PAPER sheets at each table.  Stapler or scotch tape.

Development /Activity:  

· UNIT AREAS~ The War in Europe;  The War in The Pacific;  The Home front;

Major Battles of Each Front; The Holocaust

· Students at each group study documents & discuss significance, interpret. Share/discuss:  info document offers (what sort of document is it?  What does it show?  What can we learn from it?)   Create an INDEX CARD for each Document.

LABEL the Document number onto their index card; write that description onto the card.

· EACH group will think about how to best INTRODUCE the essay—or the Talk the group will give [What will it’s theme be?]

· will think about Which documents illustrate the major events or themes of their  War Front,  and how they do so

· Classroom group on Home front will think about How people’s lifestyles changed and how people   coped with War economy, thinking about which documents support those statements.  Why?  How?

~ENCOURAGE USE OF FULL SENTENCE on each strip~

Group will decide which STATEMENT is the most effective.

THAT STRIP will be displayed HORIZONTALLY on their CHART PAPER.

· Then, the groups will decide what 4 or 5 REASONS support that STATEMENT (Think of table legs)…and they will write EACH onto the White Sentence Strips and attach to the bottom of the pastel strip [STATEMENT] vertically.  Guide thinking about which info on documents will provide those supports.

The Statement strip should resemble a table top.  The Reason strips = the table legs. 

· Then as a group, guide them to decide WHICH DOCUMENTS (on the Index Cards) are relevant to each REASON.  Have them attach the related INDEX CARD to each “table leg”.

· EACH GROUP WILL PRESENT to rest of class their Construction.

· SYNTHESIZE.

Summary:   “What your groups have constructed is a Map of Thinking.  How can we use this to help us design our ESSAY responses to DBQs?”  Elicit class discussion.

Follow Up activity:  Groups will use Model as guide to writing draft of DBQ essay onto Chart Paper.

COMO CONSTRUIR UN ENSAYO 

USANDO EL METODO DE "C con R”

Basándose en las cuatro construcciones de C con 2Rs, mas las tarjeticas describiendo los documentos… Compongan entre los miembros del grupo un ensayo de conclusiones basadas en documentos.

MARCO HISTORICO:

Después de la Guerra Civil, los Estados Unidos y sus territorios comenzaron a expandirse aun más hacia el Oeste.  Las Grandes Planicies que habían permanecido despobladas con la excepción de las tribus de Americanos Nativos, comenzaron a poblarse con la llegada de los ferrocarriles que transportaban miles de emigrantes desde los estados del Este.  Como con toda situación en la historia, los cambios que hubieron son percebitos de distintos puntos de vista.  A cada uno de dos grupos (los emigrantes desde el Este y los Indígenas Americanos Nativos de las Planicies) los cambios les afectaron diferentemente.

El ensayo, después de la introducción de arriba, consistirá de los siguientes párrafos en que se:

· Describen razones por las cuales la gente del Este se mudaba para el Oeste.  (Apoya cada razón con descripciones de los DOCUMENTOS que comprueban esos datos)

· Describen como los ferrocarriles ayudaron

(Apoya cada razón con descripciones de los DOCUMENTOS que comprueban esos datos)

· Describen maneras en que la vida de los indígenas Americanos Nativos cambió por causa de esa mudanza de gente desde el Este.

(Apoya cada razón con descripciones de los DOCUMENTOS que comprueban esos datos)

Explica como para un grupo (de ese punto de vista) ge algo bueno, y para otro grupo (desde el punto de vista de ellos), ge algo negativo.  (Explica por qué) (  Esto servirá como la conclusión del ensayo.

UNA FORMULA para escribir reacciones a literatura en los exámenes de ELA o NLA, y también para RESPONDER A Exámenes de SS en que escribes ENSAYOS BASADOS EN DOCUMENTOS:
C + 2R X Ds =    1 Párrafo de un ensayo basado en documentos 

(Conclusiones or declaraciones generales con Razones que apoyan por medio de Documentos o Detalles.)

LA INTRODUCCION presenta el “cuadro” o el “contexto” o “marco histórico” o el escenario en que se encuentra el sujeto de tu ensayo, o las condiciones que lo rodean;  presenta sus ideas principales y el tema.  Hace una declaración sobre lo que el ensayo va a comprobar.

EN TU DESARROLLO:

Cada párrafo nuevo corresponde a,  o se dedica a el asunto en cada bala del pedido o tarea de la pregunta de ensayo.

La declaración principal de tu párrafo es una oración de respuesta general.  Es la “C” (conclusión que has pensado sobre lo que observaste o leíste).  Es apoyada por dos o más  oraciones que dan RAZONES por decir lo que dices, o que presentan como es que sabes lo que has dicho.  Las RAZONES son basadas o guiadas por Documentos que has visto o has leido… o en el caso de una reacción a una lectura, son los DETALLES que encontraste en la lectura.
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No debes decir cosas sin apoyarlas con razones o sin explicar tu respuesta.  Debes proveer y presentar detalles o documentos que apoyan tus conclusiones.  Sino, las cosas que dicen no tienen fuerza y seguridad. 

LA CONCLUSION FINAL, al terminar tu ensayo,  es una conclusión que UNE las declaraciones generales de tu ensayo (las otras conclusiones anteriores) y reúne una idea  en común sobre lo que muestran todas.     Le dá sentido y significado a todo lo que investigaste o reportaste. [Conclusión Final es el resumen o “reunión de ideas” que presentaste en el ensayo--- Es una conclusión basada en todas las declaraciones y conclusiones que escribiste]

(Por ejemplo:

"Los cambios que trajo la expansión de los Estados Unidos hacia el Oeste fueron muchos.  Pero fueron cambios buenos y también malos, dependiendo del punto de vista de los grupos que afectó, fueron cambios positivos para unos y negativos para otros.  

Fueron cambios para el bién de los emigrantes desde el Este, como vieron en los párrafos anteriores, en que vieron muchos beneficios y provechos que sacaron de esa mudanza.  Pero fueron cambios para lo peor para los Indígenas (Nativos Americanos) porque les quitó su tierra y su forma de vida."

TASK RUBRIC (Spanish)

RESUMEN FINAL

Como evaluar el proyecto de tu grupo:

Did we perform all the requirements of the task? 

¿Desempeñamos todos los requisitos de la tarea?

Parte 1.    LA CONSTRUCCION DE UN PLAN  CON COLUMNAS

2   
El grupo decidió sobre una Conclusión apropiada y la escribió sobre un Sentence strip.

El grupo pensó en 2 o más  Razones que apoyan esa Conclusión.

3
Cada par del grupo preparó fichas que informaban sobre cada documento.


Cada ficha decía el tipo de documento que era, lo que decía o mostraba y lo que significaba o lo que se puede aprender o interpretar de ese documento.

4
El grupo escogió fichas documentales que servían como detalles para apoyar las Razones, y pegó las fichas pertenecientes.  Aseguró que la información era completa y detallada

Parte 2
PASARLO A UN ENSAYO

2
El grupo se dedicó a responderle a CADA BALA De la tarea de ensayo.

Pensó y decidió cual conclusión correspondía a cual bala.

3
Decidió como comenzar el párrafo que responde a la bala.  La oración que comienza el párrafo es la oración que declara el tema de la bala, con el sujeto de la oración respondiéndole al sujeto de la pregunta o bala.

Decidió cuales oraciones (razones) apoyan la declaración que comienza el párrafo.

4
El grupo se ocupó de decidir cual ficha documental describe el apoyo de las razones por pensar la declaración.

Did each individual member contribute significantly to the whole effort?   

¿Cada miembro individuo contribuyó notablemente hacia el esfuerzo entero? 4

mas de dos personas  3   algunos 2   solo una persona hizo el trabajo principal  1

EL PRODUCTO: EL ENSAYO

Introducción.

1 El grupo no completó el ensayo con las tres balas contestadas

2 El grupo hizo bien la tarea pero no añadió Introducción
3 El grupo incluyó el “marco histórico” provisto en la tarea.

4 El grupo pensó en OTRA manera de declarar la Introducción en otras palabras, sin copiar el marco histórico
EL DESARROLLO

5 No se dedica a las balas del ensayo; Es incompleto o no cumple

Las Conclusiones no son claramente comprendidas; No se relacionan con las Razones

5 Cada bala es contestada.

Algunas de las Conclusiones tienen buen apoyo

6 Las 2 o 3 razones verdaderamente llevan a la misma conclusión o a una parecida  Todas las balas apropiadamente contestadas.

7 Los documentos apropiados son la base del razonamiento

CONCLUSION

1
No tiene conclusión: No une las ideas del Ensayo entero,


Un final muy abrupto.

6 Las dos  construcciones  de C+>2R[dd]  deben ser la base de la Conclusión final

7 Verdaderamente une las ideas del ensayo entero y se puede comprobar lo declarado con los previos párrafos como apoyo y razonamiento por esa Conclusión
8 Explica bien y claramente la unión de ideas y satisface lo que declaró o prometió la introducción
USO DE DOCUMENTOS

1= no pegan con las razones

2= dicen poco sobre el documento

3= Usa mas de un documento para cada razón
4= aclara por qué es un documento apropiado

