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Sample Student Self‑Assessment Essay Checklist
DIRECTIONS: Review your essay carefully to answer each of the items below.  Place a checkmark                               next to the question if it is true.  

     1) Did I specifically refer to most of the documents in Part A by using paraphrases and/or direct    

         quotes? 

     2) Did I state my thesis and/or introduce the topic/main ideas of this essay in the first paragraph? 

     3) Does the body of my essay directly answer or respond to the exact wording of the actual essay
         question?   

     4) Did I use paragraphs to separate key ideas and/or major arguments in the body of the essay? 

     5) Did I use a topic sentence to introduce each paragraph? 

     6) Did I include specific, relevant evidence to support each argument or main idea?  [Relevant
         evidence means that all the facts, dates, ideas, paraphrases, quotes, etc. in the essay are both correct
         and directly support your argument.]

     7) Did I connect my ideas with transitional words or phrases ‑‑ e.g.: first, next, finally, on the other 
         hand, another example, however, like/unlike, etc.?

     8) Did I follow all other instructions and essay writing guide​lines from my teacher and/or the Social 
         Studies Department?

     9) Did I remember to include my name on every page?  Is each page clearly numbered?

