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By Philip Panaritis
  ‑ analyze: break down into component parts, examine critically

  ‑ assess: judge the value or truth of     

  ‑ compare: examine the similarities and differences in   

  ‑ contrast: note only the differences in         

  ‑ describe: give a full account of, tell, depict         

  ‑ discuss: write about in argument                  

  ‑ evaluate: fully consider pros and cons                 

  ‑ explain: make plain or clear in detail            

Sample Essay Directions: pick a current event, e.g.: 
Barry Bonds chases Henry Aaron’s homerun record
THINK: Working individually, write a good thesis statement to answer the essay question your group                 has been assigned below.  Min. length: one complete sentence; Max. length: two sentences.
· Analyze why Bond’s pursuit of the HR record has generated so much attention.
· Assess the validity of the claim that the career homerun record is the "most‑important
             achievement in modern sports."
· Compare the overall baseball skills of Barry Bonds & any current Mets or Yankees star player.
  ‑     Contrast the training methods of Barry Bonds and Babe Ruth. 
-     Describe the scene in the ballpark when (if) Bonds hit his record‑breaking homerun.

· Discuss whether professional athletes should be considered "role models" for young people.
  ‑     Evaluate the validity of the statement: "If Bonds breaks Aaron’s record there should be an

                        asterisk next to his name in the record book because of his alleged steroid use.” 
-     Explain why you are or are not very interested in Barry Bonds pursuit of the career HR record. 
PAIR: Working with another student from the same group, review one another's thesis statement   

            drafts and revise accordingly.  

SHARE: Working with another pair, share your thesis statements and decide by consensus on the best
                two drafts.  Report out group results to the class. 
