EVACUATION DAY,

—

How the Day was Ceclebrated in Former
Times—=The Military Parade To-day
~—(rder of Procession. &c.

To-day has been fixed on by the authoritics
and the Commanding-General of the First Divi-ion,
as the one ou which the celebration of Evacuation Day
shall take place, although to-morrow is really the anni-
versary. JItis to be hoped that the occasion will be

observed with some of that joyousnoss and bonhommie
customary in days gone by, when a gigantic war had |

not swept away so many landmarks and traditions of
the past.

There was a time, indced, when the apniversary of |

the evacuation of the City of New-York, and the terri-
tory of the United States—which important event in
the history of our countiry took place on the 24th of
November, 1783-—was the occasion of festival and
grand parade. In the days of WasHiNagTON and the
carlier Presidents, Evacuation Day was a solemn holi-
day for the citizens. Shops and public offices were
clcsed, divine service was held in the churches, and

substantial dinners werce served up on the domeslic

board. The afternoon was devoted to parades by the
various train bands of the city, who marched up and
‘down through the town, to the shrill music of the fife

and the reverberating roll of the drum. Tho few
banners owuned by the wealthiier citizens
were turown out joyously to the breeze, and

the vessels lying in the barbor decorated themselves
with bright bunting in honor ¢f the day. The honest
citizens of these ancient days were wont to dress
themselves in their beat doublet and hose, and make
sn imposing parade as they marchbed through the
streets.  (annon ushered in the rising sun, salut-
ing the god of day as he rosc from his glumbers, and

the preen and ciasaic Battery was hidden from view
bencatl the sulphurous smoke ot the artillery,

Such customs were duly kept up until some eight
or ten yeurs ago, the progress of time of course maodi-
fyviog the mauner of the celebration. Same thirty or
forty vears past the day was yetl obgerved by universal
consent, stores and offices closed their doors and the
entire population promenaded the streets and joined
in the general jubilee. In those doys tliey were not
content with grand and imposing parades of the mili-
tary, but had also large civic processions, and ban-
qucets, specchies, orations, and firework«, It only fell
beliind the national holiday—Yourth o! July—in rank,
being considered fully as immportant by New-Yorkers
as even tbat histor:c day itsclf.

Smce those days, the customs have somewhat
changed in methoed but not in spirit.  Up to the ont-
break of the rebellion, and the war consequent upon
that event, the day was always celebrated by the city
mi'it'a in the form of a parade, and the volunteer

cunapanics were usually assigned a position in line. |
Iusides these, the several fire companics and factory |

organizations used to select that day for their yearly
target excursion. The streets of the city were coun-
stantly alive with these target companies, who parad-
ed in every siyle and form, from the single platoon
with drum and fife, to the more dignified battalion,
with brass band and swell and crash of martial music.
Numerous motley proceasions of masqueraders com-
posed of knights, monks, clowns, kings, qucens, ne-
groes and Indians, with the usual concowitants of
such aflairs, wandered about the city, to the no smail
gratification of the parties themselves and the crowds
of urchins who attended their footsieps. FYireworks
were algo provided by the authorities.

But the war, and its intense excitements, its bat-
ties and sicpges, its marches and retreats, its sud re-
verses and glorous victories, caused the public mind
to Jose that veneration for Evacuation Day which was
previously cutertained for it. Scarcely anything
more than a formal recognition of each succeeding
anniversary was made during the pas. four years, and
it now comes to us scarcely remembered by the citi-
zens. There will, ne doubt,. be some few targct
excursions, as eymptoms of such aflairs arc apparent,
and we have scen several very handsome specimens
of targets. This year, however, the day f{alls on a
Saturday, and the business men of the city do not
feel called upon to sacrifice that most important day
in the week, to join in celebrating the anniversary.,
So much so was this the case that the proposed parade
of the First Division had to0 be changed from Satur-
day to to-day, in order that the members of the differ-
ent regiments might take part in the same. No fire-
works will be provided by the authorities, and the
entire celebration will be a purely militury one. We
understand that there will not even be a salute fired st
daybreak, as was once the custom.

THE PARADE TO-DAY.

The parade of the First Division National Guard, S.
N. Y., to-day, promises to be an exceedingly good one,
both in point of numbere and the appearance of the
men. Notwithstanding the absence of State uni-
forms, the difterent regiments will turn out with fuller
ranks than they have done for some years past. The
return of 80 many old and tried members of the city
regiments from the war has given sn impetus to re-
cruiting, and the consequence is that the commands
are rapidly filling up. The Fifth, Sixth, Seventh,
Fighth and Twenty-second Regiments have reached
their maximum strength., The Seventh will turn out,
to-day, fully 7560 men, equipped in the new and ele-
gant chasseur uniform lately adopted by the com-
mand. The new company just organized for Col. Va.
RIAN’'S regiment (Eighth) will not be able to parade
irn congequence of a failure to supply their uniforms
in time. The new regiment, designated as the One
Hundred and Twelfth, lately organized by Col. HULL,
and more popularly known as Duryea’s Zouaves, re-
cently assigned to the Fourth Brigade, will also be
kept out of line in consequence of a failure to procure
the necessary uniforms in time. The universal
trouble regarding unitorms will bear heavily upon the
gallant Seventy-ninth Highlanders, whose surviving
members from the battles of the rebellion bave
ewelléd the ranks of the home organization to such
an extent that were uniforms only forthcoming near-
ly four hundred muskets might be parsded. The
¥ifth Rifles are in a prosperous condition. The Fifty-
fifth are also in a proper pcsition at present, although
they might be better. The Twenty-second will sur-
prise their friends to-day, most strenuous exertions
having been made to equip every man enrolled,

The following additional orders are published, hay-
ing reached us but yesterday:

HEADQUARTERS NINTHE REGIMENT, N. G. S. N. Y., ‘
NEW-YoRrk. Noav. 20. 1865.

Ia compliance with general orders from brigade head-
quarters. this regiment will parade on Friday, Nov. 24,
1665, in full uniform (white gloves.)

Line will be formed onsouth side of Washington-place,
right on Broadway, at 12 :30P. M. Fieid and staff, mounted,
will repurt to the Colonel at sime time and place. Non-
commissioncd staff, Drum-Major, with band and drum
corps, and first sergeants, with their com&amea, will re-
port to the Adjutant on the ground at 11:45.

'The Commandant desires that the full strength of this
regiment should be shown at this review, as it will be the
first time in over four years that it bas taken its nlace in

the Pirst w?ﬁﬁs{on. and hie therofore bl;émarr officer

and man e ave ax06 on r

By order of make every o Ool. J. H, WILCOX.
NRY 8. BRoO®Es, Adjutant. o

HEADQUARTERS THIBRTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT, ;
NsG. 8. N. Y., New-YoRK. Noy. 20, 186.

In-compliance with the division and brigade orders,
this regiment will parade in full fatigue, with overcoats
and whito gloves, on Friday, the 24th inst., at 11 o'ciock,
at the armory. . )

Overcoats of the United States pattern will be fur-
nished those members who are unprovided.

The field and staff will parade mounted. |

The non-commissioned staff and bend will report to
the aAdjutant at 1035 A. M, precisely.

By orderof CHAS. M. CATLIN, Lieut.-Col. Com.

A. G. MONTGOMERY, Jr., Adjutant. -

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH REGIMENT, N.G. 8. N. Y., *
NEw-YORE. Nov. 17. 1865. )

This regiment will parade on Friday, the 24th 1nst., in
compliance with division and brigade orders, and will as-
semble at the armory at 10:3) A. M. Commandants of
companios, band and field music, will report to the Ad-
jutant romptli‘at 11 o’clock, when line will be formed
1mme£utely. ield and.staff mounted. .

The Commsnder-in-Chief will review the division, and
it is especially desired that every member be present,

Bo order o . Ool. JOEL W. MASON.

J. H, INGERSOLL, Adjutant.

HEADQUARTERS NINETY-SIXTH REGIMENT ‘
. Y. 8. N. G., NEW-YORE, Nov. 13, 1665.

GENERAL ORDER NoO. 17,—This command will turn out
on the 24th instant, in order to be reviewed by His bx-
cellency Gov. FENTON, the Commander-in-Chief.

Companies will assemble at the Regimental Armory,
at 8 o’clock in the morniny. )

Regimental line will be formed on Second-avenue, right
on Houston-streot, at 9 o'clock A. M,

Field and Staff (mounted) and the Band and Drum
Corps, will report at the Armory at*6:30 o’clock A. M.
tJ}O:—getzlig will, after the parade, report all absentees to

e utant.

Peng'}ng the resignation of Adjt. UNEART, First Lieut.
Lo¥1s ¥RANCEE will act a8 Adjutant.

By order of _Col. J. D. KREHBIEL.

LoUuis FRANCEE, Acting Adjutant.

The following programme has been arranged for
the parade: The division line will be formed in Four-
teenth-street and Ninth-avenue, with the right on
Broadway, at 1:30 P. M., and the review will take place
at 2 o’clock, immediately after the Governor’s salute
is fired in Union-square. The salute will be fired-an-
der the direction of Col, BURGER, commanding the
Second Brigade. The line of march-will be up ¥ourth-
avenue, through Twenty-third-street, Madison-avenue
and Thirty-fourth-street to Fifth-avenue, and down
Fifth-avenue to Washington Parade-ground, paying
the honors of the marching-salute to the Commandecr-
in-Chief, near the Worth Monument, observing tho
following order:

Troop of Cavalry, as Escort.
His Excellency Gov. Fenton, Com: ander-in-Chief N, G.
_ 3. N. Y., and Statl. ] .
Major-Gen. C. VW, Sandford, commanding First Division
N. G. S. N. ¥, and Staff.

FIRST BRIGADE.
Col. Brooke Postley, Third Cavalry, commanding First
lirigade, and Stafl. L.
Seventy-first Regiment Intantry, Col. Benjamin L. Traf-

ord.
Second Regiment Infantry, Col. Thomas M. Reid.
S‘qvenw-se venth Ilegiment Infan try, Col. Thotnas Lynch.
Ninety-ninth Regiment Infantry, Col. John O’Muahony,
Twenty-third Regiment Infantry, Col. Calvin E. Pratt.
. Iirst Regiment Cavalry, Col. D. C. Minton.
Third Regiment Cavalry, Lieut.-Col. John H. Burke.

SECOND BRIGADE. .
Col. Louis Burger, Fifth Infaniry. commanding Second
B-igade, and Staft.

Fifth Regiment Infantry, Lieut.-Col. Dodge.
Sixth Regiment Infantry, Col. Joel W, Mason.
Twelith Regiment 1nfantry, CA. Wm. G. Ward.
Eighty-fourth hegiment Infantry, Col. Fred. A. Conk-

ing. .
Ninety-sixth Regiment Infantry, Col. John D. Krahbiel.
Fouurth Regiment Artillery, Col. Daniel W. Teller,

THIRD BRIGADE.

Brig.-Gen, Yilliam Hall.dcgartrrmnmng Tmrd srigeae,
an .
Seventh Regiment Infantry, Col. Emmons Clark.
Lighth Regiment Infantry, Col. Joshua M. Varian.
inth Regiment Infantry, Col. John H. Wilcox.
Thi%tfv-sevcnb Regiment Infantry, Col. Chas. M. Catlin.
Fifty-fifth Regiment Infantry, Col. Eugenoe Le Gel,

FOURTH BRIEADE.
Col. Lloyd Aspinwall, commandjng Fourth Brigade, and
Brigade Stall. .

Rleventh Regiment Infantry, Col. Joachim Maidhof}.

Twenty-sccond Regiment én antry, Lieut.-Col. Jumes ¥.
‘OX.

Sixty-ninth Regiment Infantry, Col. James _Bailey.
Niuety-fifth Rezimment Infantry, Col. 8. K. Pinckney,
One Hundred and Second ltegiment Infantry, Col. John

N. Wilsey.

Before the divierion parade this morning, the
Eighth Tlcgiment, Col. 4. M. VariaN, will proceed to
the residence of Mrs. COARLEB A. S8EcoRr, Fitth.av-
enue, corner of Thirty-cighth-street, for the purpose
of presenting to that lady a flag, which the regiment
received from her in April, 1861, on their departure
for Washington in response to the call ot the General
Government. This flag, having been carried by the
regiment during its several terms of 8crvice in the
Unjoo army,is now refurnecd to thedonor as an evitence
of the banner having been carried by the command
with honor to itself and credit to the city.
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