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"This is the great new problem of mankind. We have inherited a large house, a great 'world house' in which we have to live together ‑black and white, Easterner and Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic and Protestant, Moslem and Hindu‑ a family unduly separated in ideas, culture and interest, who, because we can never again live apart, must learn somehow to live with each other in peace...

"The stability of the large world house which is ours will involve a revolution of values to accompany the scientific and freedom revolutions engulfing the earth.  We must rapidly begin the shift from a 'thing'‑oriented society to a 'person'‑oriented society.  When machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism and militarism are incapable of being conquered.  A civilization can flounder as readily in the face of moral and spiritual bankruptcy as it can through financial bankruptcy.”
‑ Martin Luther King, Jr., Chaos or Community: Where ​​​do we go from here? 
1968, Boston: Beacon Press

A. Read the passage and define any unfamiliar words. Write in your notebook, not on this paper.

B. Over 40 years ago King wrote that we humans could "never again live apart".  Has the state of
     the world since 1968 weakened or strengthened King's "world house" argument?  Briefly
     explain.

C. Do you agree or disagree with King's view that militarism, materialism and racism are evil? 

     Briefly explain why or why not.
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READING COMPREHENSION QUIZ

1)  In the first paragraph, the word unduly most nearly means?

a. too‑much                                                           c. without paying dues
b. according to Nature                                          d. lawfully    
                                                                              e. willed by God

2)  In the second paragraph, the word flounder most nearly means?

a. a large bottom‑dwelling fish of the North Atlantic

b. a bank which has more money than it can invest

c. a ship without a rudder being tossed about in the storm

d. a church without a collection plate

3) Which is the best example of a materialistic society?

a. certain neighborhoods are unsafe at all hours

b. white workers are promoted faster than other races 

c. more is spent on the Army than Education   

d. television, movies and magazines are obsessed with the rich 
4) Based on this reading, which statement would King most likely agree with?

a. in the face of militarism, violent revolution is the only answer

b. spiritual health is only possible when all our material wants have been satisfied

c. what is bad for any of us, will, in the long run, be bad for all of us

d. do unto others before they do unto you

5) All of the following historical events would support King's claim that "we can never live apart
    again" except?

a. industrial pollution from Indiana falls as acid rain, destroying life in New York State lakes

b. radioactive fallout from Chernobyl (Ukraine) poisons reindeer milk in the Arctic

c. higher interest rates from NY banks force Brazil to plant more export crops instead of food
    crops, hunger increases

d. the government of Romania forces its large German and Hungarian speaking minorities to adopt

    Romanian names only  
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