
Martin Luther King Jr.: Beyond I Have a DreamPRIVATE 

     "America is a great nation, but she seems bent on her destruction.  Through rugged and dazzling achievements America has become the richest and most powerful nation in the world.  We have built machines that think and instruments that peer into space.  We have built bridges to span the seas and gigantic buildings to kiss the skies.  All of this is a staggering picture of our great power. 

     "But honesty impels me to admit that our power has often made us arrogant.  We feel that our money can do anything.  We feel that we have everything to teach other nations and nothing to learn from them.  We often feel that we have some divine mission to police the whole world.  We are arrogant in not allowing young nations to go through the same growing pains and revolutions that characterize our own history.

     "We arm Negro soldiers to kill on foreign battlefields, but offer little protection for their relatives in our own South. We are willing to make the Negro 100 percent of a citizen in warfare, but reduce him to 50 percent of a citizen on American soil.  Of all the good things in life, the Negro has approximately one‑half those of the whites.  Of the bad he has twice that of the whites. 

     "Let me say that I oppose the war because I love America.  I speak out against it not in anger but with anxiety and sorrow in my heart and above all with a passionate desire to see our beloved country stand as a moral example to the world. 

     "I speak out against the war because I am disappointed with America. there can be no great disappointment where there is no great love.  I am disappointed with our failure to deal positively and forthrightly with the triple evils of racism materialism and militarism."


Dr. M.L. King Jr, speech in Chicago, IL, March 1967


