Lesson Plan Structure

The Teaching Point:  What concept/skill/strategy will you be teaching today?

Why/Purpose/Connection:  How does this relate to earlier learning?  What is the purpose for learning this?

Materials/Resources/Readings:  What will you use to teach the concept/skill/strategy?

Model/Demonstration:  The active teaching part.  What will you do?  Read aloud?  Short shared text? Process demonstration?  Think aloud? 

· Teachers engage/motivate the students by providing a context for why this material is interesting or relevant to the students’ lives.

· Teachers explain the focus of the lesson and why it’s important.

· Teachers demonstrate how they use this skill or strategy.

· Teachers think aloud to make their thinking visible.

Guided Practice:  This is when students practice the new learning with teacher guidance.

Within the lesson:

· Teachers engage students in focused discussions.

· Teachers and students practice together.

· Teachers scaffold students’ attempts.

· Summation (What did we learn?) focuses on content and process.

Beyond the lesson:

· Teachers scaffold students’ attempts as children work together to apply new learning in pairs and small groups.

· Teachers encourage and support student work and thinking, giving feedback that honors the child and the task.

· Students share their learning and thinking processes with each other.

Independent Exploration:  This is an opportunity for students to practice and apply the new learning independently.  

· Students work to apply and refine new learning independently.

· Students continue to receive regular feedback from their teacher and peers.

Differentiation:  How will you address student differentiation needs?  With differentiated resources, level of support, or demonstrations of learning?

Teachers can differentiate materials that students will use and/or products that students will complete.  Specific examples should be identified.

Share/Closure:  Selected students share with purpose of explaining, demonstrating their understanding and application of teaching point.

Assessment:  How will you assess student learning? How does student response to this lesson/activity inform future instruction?

Next Steps:  How will you follow up and connect today’s learning to future learning?  How might this lead to further student investigation?
