Teacher’s Guide for Trip to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art – Study of Europe: Greece and Italy
Route and Plan by Tracy Tyler, PS X19
These are simply suggestions for things to see that relate to our social studies curriculum.  Since much of this is from long ago and far away, I might bring a world map and a timeline.
Enter through the Education Entrance.  You will be on the ground floor.  Stop to sit (hopefully there will be room) on the benches to tell the students that we are about to travel way back in time to around 300BC.  Describe that this is around the time of gladiators, etc and was about 2,300 years ago.  Describe that the first art we are going to see is from Greece and Italy.
Go down the hall to make the second to last right and go up the stairs that lead towards the African Art (this will bypass the nude Greek and Roman statues.)  Once up the stairs, make a right to go to the Greek and Italian Decorative Arts.
The first room you will enter will be the Art of Southern Italy.
Suggested Viewings and Questions:
Armor and Equipment for a Horseman
· What do you notice?
· What do you think it was like to live in Italy long ago?
Vases
· What do you notice?
· What were some things Italians had to eat?  What makes you think that?

Exit this room via the archway opposite the one you walked through to enter.  You will now be in a room with some Greek statues.
Suggested Viewings and Questions:
       Zeus’ head (located to the left among other carved heads)
· Who is this statue of?
· What do you notice?  What does that tell you?

Exit this room to return to the previous room (Art of Southern Italy) and then progress to the room to the right.
Suggested Viewings and Questions:
       Allow students to explore this room with this question in mind:
· What are the similarities and differences between Italian Art and Greek Art

Exit this room and progress to the room located straight across from where you entered.  (not sure if the following is in the very next room of Greek Art or the one after)
Suggested Viewings and Questions:
       Terracotta Plaques
· Read the notes of the Plaques.
· What is the purpose of this art to the Greeks?
Search and Find – Amphora Jar
· Ask students to search within this room to find this jar (pictured on their sheet.)  Other directions will be described on the student sheet.

Exit this room by progressing through the room directly opposite from the entrance through which you came.  Exit that room to the right and continue to the Great Hall.  Travel up the stairs to the European Paintings Exhibit.  Find a place to stop.  Tell the students that they are now traveling forward in time to around the 1600s.  This is a time when people were already starting to settle in the Americas, but many people still lived in Europe.  Describe that this time period was only about 300-400 years ago and that most of these paintings are from France and Holland.  Tell students to use their sheets to take notes on the paintings they see.  At the end, they will take all of their notes and answer the question: What was important to people in Europe around the 1600-1700s?  Then make a quick right.  Go through the first room of paintings.  In the second room, take a left.

Room 621
Suggested Viewings and Questions:
· Still Life with Silver 
· The Fair at Benzons

Room 618
Suggested Viewings and Questions
· Paintings of children

Room 613
Suggested Viewings and Questions
· Merry Company on a Terrace

Room 612
Suggested Viewings and Questions
· Equestrian Portrait of Cornelis and Michiel Pompe van Meerdervoort with Their Tutor and Coachman

At the end, discuss what students noticed and what students found to be important to people in Europe around the 1600-1700s.

Exit the exhibit through the same path through which you entered.  Go down the stairs towards the Great Hall.  Turn either right or left to enter the Hall of European Decorative Arts.  
Suggested Viewings and Questions
· Search and Find (see student sheet for details)

Name _________________________________			Date ____________________________

Metropolitan Museum of Art – Recording Sheet

Art of Southern Italy
	Notes:







Art of the Greeks
Italian and Greek Art have many similarities and differences.  Take a look around this room and write or sketch some similarities and differences you notice between this room and the last one.
	Similarities
	Differences

	
	



What did you find? _____________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you think you found that? _________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
 (
Do you play an instrument?  The young man on this jar plays a 
kithara
, a kind of lyre that was used in public performances.  The figure on the other side is most likely a judge-identified by his clothing-who watches the performer and gives him a score (think American Idol.)
Wh
at does this tell you about
 music
 to the people of Greece
? ________________________________________________________
___
In addition to playing an instrument, he is making music in another way.  Can you tell what it is? ________________________________________
Find other examples in this room that show the importance music.  What did you find? 
) Look around this room for this: (From the Metropolitan Museum of Art Children’s Guide pamplet)
[image: terracotta amphora jar|berlin painter|ca. 490 B.C.|56.171.38]









European Paintings
	[image: http://www.oceansbridge.com/paintings/museums/met-museum/big/Alexandre-Francois-Desportes-XX-Still-Life-with-Silver.jpg]Room 621: Still Life with Sliver by Alexandre Francois Deportes 

	I notice:



	I think:
	It makes me feel:

because

	Room 621: The Fair at Bezons by Jean Baptiste Joseph Pater  

	I notice:



	I think:
	[image: http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1180/1418850982_e4c9a93380.jpg]It makes me feel:

because

	Room 618: Find any painting that shows children.

	I notice:



	I think:
	It makes me feel:

because

	[image: http://www.oceansbridge.com/paintings/museums/met-museum/big/Jan-Havicksz-Steen-XX-Merry-Company-on-a-Terrace-ca-1673.jpg]Room 613: Merry Company on a Terrace by Jan Steen 

	I notice:



	I think:
	It makes feel:

because

	[image: http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3400/3206837928_9b824a4bfa.jpg]Room 612: Equestrian Portrait of Cornelis and Michiel Pompe van Meerdervoort with Their Tutor and Coachman by Albery Cuyp

	I notice:



	I think:
	It makes me feel:

because



	What was important to Europeans?
	Proof


European Decorative Arts
Look around the rooms.
	Sketch something beautiful.
	Sketch something interesting.

	Write a question you have.
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________ 
	Write something you notice.
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________

	Make a conclusion about Europeans from long ago.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________
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