Pre-Writing Strategies for DBQs
· The five W’s (who? what? when? where? why?)

· Brainstorm – use graphic organizers, web, concept map, outline
· Highlight or underline key words, dates, details, relevant ideas
· Read question completely

· Interpret the document

· Make an outline( main idea, topic sentence, details)
· List everything about the topic

· Find main idea

· Question: What is the question asking you to do?

· Cause and effect

· Compare/contrast (Venn Diagram)
· Paraphrase documents
· Use historical background for opener

· Refer to documents in sequential order

· Summary and conclusion

· Double entry journal – put things in your own words

· Vocabulary (context clues)

· Re-read question to make sure you understand what it is asking you

· Note people who are mentioned

· Definitions

· Essay prompt is your controlling idea

· Refer to more than half the documents to support your answers

· Checklist for appropriate use of documents

· Re-state the task – underline/highlight key directions
· Study the document more than once

